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What is a Rain Garden?

A rain garden is a landscaped, shallow 

depression that is designed to 

intercept, treat, and infiltrate 

stormwater at the source before it 

becomes runoff.  The plants used in the 

rain garden are native to the region and 

help retain pollutants that could 

otherwise harm nearby waterways. 



Rain Gardens

ÅCan be placed in strategic areas around 

the home landscape to capture rainfall and 

roof and impervious runoff

ÅNative plants that are water and climate 

tolerate are used

ÅHelp control stormwater and nonpoint 

pollution while adding to the aesthetics of 

the landscape



Rain Gardens Schematic (Bioretention Basins)





Bioretention Systems for Parking Lot

NJDEP. 2004. NJ Stormwater BMP Manual.









ÅNJDEP ðStormwater Management Rules

ÅNJDEP ðMunicipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System (MS4) Permitting Rules

ÅMunicipal stormwater management plans and 
ordinances

ÅRegional Stormwater Management Plans

ÅTotal Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs)

New Jersey Regulations



Stormwater Regulations



Stormwater Regulations

ÅMunicipal ñPhase IIò NJPDES Stormwater 

Regulations N.J.A.C. 7:14a

ÅWatershed Management Stormwater 

Regulations N.J.A.C. 7:8
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NJPDES Stormwater 

Regulations N.J.A.C. 7:14a


